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What Do We Know About Children’s Learning and 

Family-School Partnerships?

Research Findings Regarding the Family-School Connection

We Know That:

1.  There are many systems and settings where children learn.

·   Students spend 91% of their time from birth-18 outside of school.

·   Once in school, students spend 70% of their waking hours outside of school.

·   The impact of out-of-school time is critical.  This includes messages that students receive about school, opportunities present for learning, use of out of school time, congruence between home and school regarding learning and developmental goals.

2.  Parents want their children to be successful in school.

· Across parent groups of differing educational levels, income status, or ethnic background, parents want information about (a) how schools function, (b) child learning/development, (c) parent roles in supporting education.

· Parents report wanting to be involved in their child’s education, but they don’t necessarily know the best ways to support learning.

3.  There is overwhelming support for greater family involvement in schools.

·   40% of parents across the US believed they were not devoting enough time to their children’s education.

·   Teachers ranked strengthening parents’ roles in learning as the issue that should receive the highest priority in education.

·   72% of students aged 10-13 said they would like to talk to their parents about schoolwork; 48% of 14-17 year olds agreed.


4.  Benefits are apparent for students, teachers, parents, and schools.

· In the presence of effective home-school partnerships, students have been shown to demonstrate:

·   Improvement in grades, test scores, attitudes, self-concept, behavior, social skills;

·   Greater study habits and homework completion rates;

·   More engagement in classroom learning activities;

·   Higher attendance rates and a reduction in suspension rates and discipline problems.

· In the presence of home-school partnerships, teachers have been shown to:

·   Become more proficient in professional activities;

·   Allocate more time to instruction;

·   Become more involved with curriculum;

·   Develop more student-oriented rather than task-oriented activities;

·   Receive higher ratings on teaching performance evaluations by principals;

·   Indicate greater satisfaction with their jobs and request fewer transfers.

· In the presence of home-school partnerships, parents have been shown to:

·   Demonstrate greater understanding of the work of schools and positive attitudes about school;

·   Report increased contacts and communication with educators, and a desire for more involvement;

·   Improve their communication with their children, report improved parent-child relationships, and develop effective parenting skills;

·   Become more involved in learning activities at home.

· In the presence of home-school partnerships, schools have been shown to:

·   Receive higher effectiveness ratings;

·   Implement more successful school programs.

